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Only 175 days until Election Day!

By MicHAEL JAcoB

Spring elections for Madison city council
and school board that is. While those elections
might seem a long way off right now, the work
we do in late October and early November is
critical. Our incumbents and prospective can-
didates will begin circulating nomination papers
on December 1. Let’s ensure that they hit the
ground at full speed.

District  Attorney
debate October 21st

By StepHANIE REARICK

On Thursday, Oct. 21, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Progressive Dane (PD), the Social Sciences
Department of Edgewood College and the Task
Force on Money Education and Prisons (MEP)
will host a debate between the two candidates for
Dane County District Attorney: Sally Stix and in-
cumbent Brian Blanchard. The debate will be held
atin the Washburn Heritage Room of Regina Hall
at Edgewood College, 945 Edgewood College
Dr. The debate will be moderated by Dr. Richard
Althouse, Chair of Practice Standards of the American
Association for Correctional Psychology.

The debate was initiated by the PD Drug
Policy Task Force, but questions will not be
limited to the topic of drug policy. Candidates
will receive several questions prepared by PD
and the MEP Task Force. Audience members
also will have an opportunity to submit their
own questions.

The goal of this event is to shed light on the
positions and intentions of each candidate for
the office and the many pressing issues the DA’s
office deals with on a daily basis.

For more information, contact Stephanie
Rearick, PD Drug Policy Task Force Co-Chair,
AT 608-259-1030 or steph@uuvulittle.com.

How can you help now? Let the elections
committee know you want to work on acampaign
team this winter and next spring. Each candidate
will need a manager, a volunteer coordinator, a
database manager, a treasurer, lit. designer and
other helpers.

Tools and training are available; all we need
are your interest and energy.

The PD city platform will be updated at
the November Elections Committee (15th) and
General Membership Meeting (17th).

Contact Michael Jacob at 712-5475 or
michaeljacobdc@hotmail.com to get involved with
next spring’s elections now.

Cuts remain to
Dane @@unty

Human S@E“WC@S
By SOS DaNE

Only the most diligent observers of the Dane
County budget process are likely to understand
that in spite of the positive spin on the County
Executive’s proposed budget, cuts remain to
county human service programs. In order to un-
wind some of the spin, we hope Dane County
residents will take a moment to understand two
things:

First, cuts to some human service programs
are not as severe as they were under the bud-
get request from the County Human Services
Department. Second, serious cuts remain; cuts that
will affect some of our most vulnerable friends,
family and neighbors.

Thanks to the work of County Executive
Kathleen Falk and a handful of progressive
County Board members (especially PD-en-
dorsed Beth Gross, and additional leadership

(S(“ﬁ[“, " 3 Emman

Services," page 3)

Photo:

A broad coalition

of service providers
gather to support
Human Services
funding at the
SOS-Dane Rally on
Thursday September
23rd, 2004.
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Forward is the local chapter newsletter of
the New Progressive Party in
Dane County, Wisconsin.
Progressive Dane is a democratic, membership-
run organization with the following committee
structure (all meetings are held at the PD ofpce,
122 State St., 4th yoor, unless otherwise noted):

Steering Committee coordinates
major activities, oversees the
progress of other committees, and
sets the agenda for the general
membership meetings. Meetings are
open to all PD members.

Co-chair: Brenda Konkel (345-8720)
Co-chair: Nick Berigan (257-0187)
Next meeting: Wed., Nov. 13, 7-9 p.m.

Elections Committee

Chair: Michael Jacob (245-0894)
Next meeting: Mon., Oct. 25 and
Nov. 15, 7 p.m.

Newsletter Consortium
Contact: Chris Babiarz (257-3288).

Outreach Committee
Contact: PD ofyce, 257-4985
Next meeting: Mon., Nov. 1, 5:30 p.m.

Policy Committee
Chair: Ron Richardson (256-7144)

Arts Policy Task Force

Contact: Jonathan Zarov
(zarov@wisc.edu)

Next meeting: Thurs., Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.

Drug Policy Task Force

Chair: David Chastain (243-4343)
Next meeting: Mon., Nov. 8,

7 p.m., Social Justice Center (1202
Williamson St.)

Education Task Force

Contact: Kristin Forde (PD ofyce,
257-4985)

Next meeting: Thurs., Nov. 4, 7 p.m.

Environmental Task Force
Chair: Brett Schumacher (238-3441)

Housing Task Force
Contact: Brenda Konkel (345-8720)

People First Planning Campaign
Contact: Ron Richardson (256-7144)
Next meeting: Thurs., Nov. 11,

7 p.m.

Save the date

for Progressive Danefs annual

D

When: Friday, December 10, 5-7p.m.
Where: The Cardinal Bar s East wison st)

To Help Out: Please.. please
email or call the office

to sponsor this fun party and

important fundraising event!

Andy Heidt (back) on the
City Council

Former alder and longtime Progressive Dane activist Andy Heidt has been
appointed to the City Council to yll out the rest of the term of Ald. Matt Sloan
who retired to take a job out of town.

Andy brings to the district a history of neighborhood activism, lots of work
with Dane Countyts minority populations and professional experience with
lower-income residents trying to navigate local bureaucracies.

Andy(s time on the council, while short, comes in the midst of big decisions:
the city budget, many redevelopment proposals, and several progressive policy
initiatives that will come to the council poor between now and April. His experi-
ence serving two terms on the council in the 90s and having a constant presence
in his neighborhood means the residents of this near-south side should not miss
a beat in being well represented.

Our November and December
General Membership Meetings will be
one week early, on Wed., November 17
and Wed., December 15,

Madison Public Library
(201 W. Mifyin St.),
6:30 p.m.

Progressive Dane Ofyce: 257-4985

| E-mail: ofyce@prodane.org | Web Site: http://www.prodane.org/

Submit articles, meeting times
and announcements for the
November newsletter to
Beth Harper (238-8147 or
harper@danenet.wicip.net) by
Noon, Tues., Nov. 2; election day!

Production and Circulation Consortium Send all correspondence to:

Lynn Alten, Mary Anglim, Chris Babiarz, Erik Breilid, Sheila Guilfoyle, Beth Harper, _

Tom Kozlovsky, Andy Kraiss, Sang Lee, Nate McQuillen, Richard Russell, Tona Williams @ N Progressive Dane
This monthis contributors '\ <9 P.O. Box 1222
1 Madison, WI 53701

Sheila Guilfoyle, Beth Harper, Michael Jacob,

Sang Lee, Stephanie Rearick, Tom Running Printed on recycled paper by worker-owned Lakeside Press.
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Human Services (from page 1)

from PD-endorsed Kyle Richmond),

several cuts have been restored. The

County Executive found $1 million in

money from other parts of the budget

and an unexpected increase in sales tax
revenue and state aid. This money will re-
store vocational services for high school
graduates with developmental disabili-
ties, restore partial funding for alcohol
and drug treatment programs and give
mileage reimbursement for volunteers
who deliver Meals-On-Wheels. The $1
million also included $410,000 (thanks to
the work of PD-member John Hendrick)
to give the lowest paid workers who care

for those receiving human servicesa 1%

increase in pay.

This $1 million comes to human ser-
vice programs and keeps the property tax
increase for the typical homeowner in
Dane County at just $7. What it doesn’t
doisrestore cuts to many other programs.
What it doesn’t do is provide a pay raise
for other low-paid workers in the private
agencies providing services. It doesn’t
address health insurance cost increases,
nordoes itbegin to counter the severe cuts
of 2003, nor does it counter the erosion
of core human service programs after
years of budget freezes and failures to
match the inflation rate.

Just some of the cuts that remain
include:

B Acrosstheboard cuts totaling nearly
$350,000 to developmental disabil-
ity services to adults and children
in Dane County. These cuts will
result in less individual attention

Photo: Supporters of Human Ser

for clients, longer waits for job de-

velopment, more clients per staff,

larger classes, longer waiting lists,
more stress and lower morale.

B Cutsin services and increased wait-
ing lists in mental health programs
due to a zero percent increase in
the face of rising health insurance
rates, heating costs, rents, and other
inflationary increases. This means
people will notreceive help with cru-
cial medications or supports needed
in order to live in the community.

B Nearly $74,000 cut to PICADA,
which would resultin termination of
an information and referral hotline,
leaving people with substance abuse
disorders and their family members
without a well-known service to as-
sist them during a time of chaos and
fear.

B Across-the board cuts of five percent
to programs funded by the county
through Family Enhancement
(FE)-Parent Aide, FE—Parent
Place, FE-Parent Haven, Wisconsin
Family Ties (mental health),
Family Support, Bootstrap, and the
Exchange Center.

Casual observers of county politics
may be lulled into thinking human
services got an increase of anywhere
from $1 million to $5 million thereby
eliminating the crisis in human service
funding. Not true. This money only
restores approximately $519,000 of the
Department’s proposed $1,896,729 in
cuts to current programs. The remain-

ing portion of the recently announced
$1 million goes to fund new initiatives,
leaving numerous existing programs
underfunded, yet again.

The long, diverse list of groups
who have come together as Save our
Service (SOS-Dane) and the nearly 500
individuals who have joined this cause
since we formed a few weeks ago would
like to thank the County Executive and
the progressive leaders of the Board.
They heard clearly that human services
need to be a priority, especially in tight
budget times.

But we’d like to make clear thatcuts
remain, and that they will hurt again this
year (no spin, just facts). Restoring the
cuts thatremain would require increasing
the county property tax levy on the typical
home just $3 more ($10 total, instead of
the current increase of $7).

The campaign by PD and SOS Dane
will continue through the time the Dane
County Board debates the budget and
beyond. Years of cuts and insufficient
increases in funding will take time to
address fully. Please contact your county
board supervisor and County Executive
Falk with your thoughts on the current
budget proposal. Check the SOS Dane
web site (thanks, Yogesh!) for more
information. The momentum for hu-
man services has grown quickly, but
your involvement is key to sustaining it
until the community’s priority for these
programs is reflected again in the Dane
County Budget.

See www.sosdane.org for more
information!
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: Name Date :
| City |
: State/Zip ~ Phone verday) Email :
I C I support the principles and purpose of Progressive Dane. Please accept my membership. I
I C Please renew my membership in Progressive Dane. I
: D C Sustaining membership: Amount: $ /month (minimum $5/month) I
| To pay via bank draft, please attach a voided check, or the 1st month's check payable to Progressive Dane. l
! ' or |
I c Annual membership: < $50 Regular c $250+ Benefactor c $100 Supporting I
| DANE C $75 Contributing C $36 Basic C $12 Low Income I

Mail to: Progressive Dane, P.O. Box 1222, Madison, Wl 53701 For more info: (608) 257-4985
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