
Newly Elected SC Members:
Mary Anglim has served many previous terms on 
the Steering Committee and been PDôs treasurer over 
many years, providing clear, useful information about 
our financial status.

Pat Kelly has worked with our the SOS Dane Budget 
campaign targeted at the County Board.  As well as 
working as an advocate for people with developmental 
disabilities, she is active in working for improved hu-
man services funding.

Yogesh Chawla has provided web support for a num-
ber of PDôs issue and electoral campaigns.   See his 
current work at www.sosdane.org.

John McNamara is the marketing director of Union 
Cab and serves on the countyôs specialized transporta-
tion committee.

Vicky Selkowe is a co-chair for the Economic Devel-
opment Task Force.  She works at the Neighborhood 
Law Project, Economic Justice Institute, Inc, and is 
also involved in advocacy via the Benefits Advocacy 
Team for people needing human services.

Continuing SC Members:
Brenda Konkel is the director of the Tenant Resource 
Center, the 2nd District Alder, and the City Council 
President; youôve seen her in the news a lot.

Nick Berigan has been staff, steering committee 
member and is hoping to focus on outreach and in-
frastructure in this term.

Shelley Fite started working with PD as our staff 
person.  Now that sheôs in law school she has shifted 
to doing key work on the Economic Development 
Task Force.

Kristen Forde has been on the Steering Committee for 
a term after she worked on school board campaigns. 
She has also chaired the Education Task Force.

Many thanks to our outgoing steering committee 
members who have put in countless hours:

 
             Monya Choudhury, Tom Running, 
         Stephanie Rearick, and Michael Jacob.  

Your  contributions are greatly appreciated!

100 members in 50 days
Goal: Have 100 people either renew their memberships with Progressive Dane or join as  
new members by December 15th.

How: There are lots of easy ways to get one or two of your friends to join PD or renew.  
Here are just a few.

1. Buy a friend a cup of coffee and talk to them about why you are a Progressive Dane 
member and how you think PD impacts Madison and Dane County.  Ask them if they 
would consider joining and what issues are important to them.

2. Buy a friend a one-year gift membership to PD instead of the usual holiday gift.  Not 
only will this gift make a progressive impact in the community, it gives your friend a 
way to get familiar with PD right away.

3. Come out to a Membership Building Night at the Social Justice Center Tuesday, 
November 16, 6-8 p.m. (Check www.prodane.org for more dates).  Stop by for snacks 
and drinks and stay to write a letter to a friend asking them to join, or call a few 
lapsed members to remind them to renew.

Want to do one or more of the above to help PD gain 100 more members in 50 days?  Please 
make your commitment known by emailing the PD ofýce at ofýce@prodane.org or calling 
the PD ofýce at 257-4985 right away!  That way, you can also be in the running for a fabu-
lous prize.  The top 3 volunteers will win prizes such as a PD button, t-shirt, bumper sticker, 
and gift certiýcate to Four Star Video.
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Meet the recently elected PD Steering Committee
The following people were elected to the PD Steering Committee at the October General Membership 
Meeting.  Congratulations to all!
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BY NICK BERIGAN

The big news, of course, this month 
is the outcome of the November elec-
tions. I donôt know of anyone in our 
circle who is happy with the results. 
Many people, who arenôt usually po-
litically active, were drawn to activity 
in hopes of unseating George Bush. 
As has happened in the past, many of 
those folks disengaged from politics 
overall once the money pipeline that 
generates attention is turned off. But 
certainly not all the folks whose ex-
pectations were raised are ready to 
go back to sleep.

We will continue to look for ways 
to offer involvement in a political 
process that is more ongoing and has 
more accountable results in hopes of 

drawing some of those newly awak-
ened activists. If you have any ideas 
about how to connect with them (re-
member: we have a spring election 
cycle that is about to rev up!) please 
drop me a line. We certainly want to 
keep that hope alive if only to con-
tinue to work to model politics on a 
local level that, someday, will have 
an impact on the national political 
culture. 

For myself, knowing that I am con-
nected in an ongoing way to so many 
energetic activists who are ready to 
incur some costs in their own lives 
to drive change, gives me hope in a 
time of potential despair. 

 Production and Circulation Consortium
Lynn Alten, Mary Anglim, Chris Babiarz, Erik Breilid, Sheila Guilfoyle, Beth Harper, 

Tom Kozlovsky, Sang Lee,  Richard Russell, Ralph Shively Tona Williams
This monthõs contributors

Nick Berigan, Beth Harper, Michael Jacob, Sang Lee

Steering Committee coordinates 
major activities, oversees the 
progress of other committees, and 
sets the agenda for the general 
membership meetings.  Meet-
ings are open to all PD members.
Co-chair: Brenda Konkel (251-2412)
Co-chair: Nick Berigan (257-0187)
Next meeting: Wed., Dec 1, 7-9 p.m.

Elections Committee
Chair: Michael Jacob (245-0894)
Next meeting: Nov 15 and Dec 13, 
7 p.m.

Newsletter Consortium 
Contact: Chris Babiarz (257-3288)  
Contact us if you are interested 
in helping with newsletter writing, 
editing, or layout.

Outreach Committee
Contact: PD ofýce, 257-4985

Policy Committee
Chair: Ron Richardson (256-7144)

Arts Policy Task Force
Contact:  Jonathan Zarov 
(zarov@wisc.edu)

Drug Policy Task Force
Chair: David Chastain (243-4343)

Education Task Force 
Contact: Kristin Forde (call PD ofýce, 
257-4985, for information)

Environmental Task Force
Chair: Brett Schumacher (238-3441)

Economic Issues Task Force   
Contact: Vicky Selkowe (772-6046) 

People First Planning Campaign 
Contact: Ron Richardson (256-7144)

              Forward is the local chapter newsletter of
the New Progressive Party in

Dane County, Wisconsin.
Progressive Dane is a democratic, membership-
run organization with the following committee 
structure (all meetings are held at the PD ofþce, 
122 State St., 4th ÿoor, unless otherwise noted):

Submit articles, meeting times 
and announcements for the 

December newsletter to 
Beth Harper (238-8147 or 

harper@danenet.net)  by Noon, 
Tues., Nov. 30
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Dane County Human Services Budget.
BY NICK BERIGAN

The budget will be under discussion 
at the full County Board sometime 
around the time this newsletter is de-
livered. Our work to re-instate funds 
for human services has produced  
results, some funds were restored. 
Large cuts in developmental dis-
abilities programs are still being dis-
cussed. The long term damage that has 
resulted by not adequately assessing 
inflationary pressures on these pro-
grams will not be undone this year.

After the budget is signed in No-
vember, there is more work to do. 
We need to see how many of the 
new names that came to us from 
across the county are interested in 
working with us to resolve long 
term funding issues. We will con-
tact them about  Progressive Dane 

membership and continued involve-
ment with the SOS Dane coalition.

From our experience in this short 
campaign it is clear that the case for 
making human services a bigger 
priority has a receptive audience 
(as our survey showed us). It will 
also be important to examine ways 
to track the application of budgeted 
money in the process so that funds 
go where they are designated. A 
lack of awareness on a part of the 
overall community about the  budget 
process makes for confusion about 
what funds ARE being applied to 
human services and what the REAL 
impacts on our tax levy actuallyare. 
There is a potentially very valuable 
education campaign to be devel-
oped around this confusing matter.




