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Elections Committee vets hopefuls December 13

The Progressive Dane Elections Com-
mittee is preparing to interview our 
endorsed city officials who are seeking 

PD endorsement for their next race. Also on 
the schedule for December interviews are a 
handful of other candidates who are seeking 
our endorsement in the spring elections. All 
20 seats on the Madison City Council and two 
Madison school board seats will be filled in 
the general election on April 5. 

  Interviews will be held on Monday, Dec. 
13, beginning at 6 p.m., at the Social Justice 
Center, 1202 Williamson St. A schedule of 
interviews will be posted on the PD website, 
www.prodane.org. Itôs likely that additional 
candidates will be interviewed in January. 

You donôt have to be a regular attendee 

of the Elections Committee to participate in 
the interviews. All members of PD are wel-
come to take part in some or allmeetings and 
to vote on endorsement recommendations. 
Those recommendations will be submitted 
to the general membership at our regular 
monthly meeting on Dec. 15. 

The interview process is a great way to 
catch up on municipal issues and to get to 
know the personalities in the spring election. 
If you want to hear from candidates on a 
particular issue, the interview is your chance. 
Time does not permit extended conversations 
with candidates at the General Membership 
Meeting. For more info., call Michael Jacob 
(712-5475, michaeljacobdc@hotmail.com).

An ñunabashedly arrogantò 
power grab... that ñrobs ru-
ral residents of their voice on 
land-use issues.ò 

No, not another Wal-Mart. 
Rather, this is the Wisconsin 
State Journalôs description, 
in its editorial of Nov. 26, 
of changes within the Dane 
County committee structure 
that, by vote of the County 
Board, shifted leadership of 
the Comprehensive Planning 
process from the conserva-
tive-dominated Zoning and 
Land Regulation Committee 
to the liberal-led Committee 
on the Environment, Agricul-
ture, and Natural Resources 
(EANR). 

Conservatives are now 
threatening legal action to 
reverse that decision and 
return power to a committee 
that is deeply resistant to any 
planning that might hamper 
development, planned or not. 
Is this set-back worth wor-
rying about? Is the Smart 

While you probably werenôt watchingé
Growth initiative dead? If 
not, what is this wrangling 
all about?

ITôS JUST POLITICS

The Comprehensive Plan-
ning (or ñSmart Growthò) 
process responds to a state 
law requiring all counties 
and municipalities to create a 
plan by 2010 to address issues 
such as transportation, land 
use, housing, and economic 
development. 

Work groups composed 
of County Board Supervi-
sors and citizens have been 
meeting on these topics for 
well over a year. Consensus 
on many goals was presented 
at a ñmilestone meetingò in 
July. 

Still, if you were following 
this process you might con-
clude that progress is very 
slow, or even halted. Every 
word in the goals language is 
hard-fought, and agreement 
on implementation strategies 

seems a long way off. 
Last spring, when the liber-

als won a few more seats on 
the County Board, the Zon-
ing Committee, previously 
run by pro-development 
conservatives, was expected 
to change composition. That 
did not happen, thanks to 
committee appointments by 
the re-elected County Board 
Chair, Kevin Kesterson. 

For reasons best known 
to himself, Kesterson ap-
pointed a conservative ma-
jority (Wendt, Hitzemann, 
and Jensen). Although he 
also appointed McDonell 
and Pertzborn, Kesterson did 
not reappoint the ñdeanò of 
the Zoning Committee, John 
Hendrick . Thus encouraged, 
the Zoning and Land Regula-
tion Committee turned even 
further to the right. 

Charged with the respon-
sibility to name members 
of the Comprehensive Plan-

See ñPower Grabò p. 3




