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Lots of doors + lots of vols = lots of victories

Election Night 
offered big wins, 
tough losses
BY MICHAEL JACOB

As the returns rolled in April 6, Progressive 
Dane members had much to celebrate 

and a heartbreaking loss to absorb.
Perhaps the biggest turnaround in 

Madison School Board history came with 
Johnny Winston Jr.ʼs big victory after finish-
ing a distant second in the February primary. 
With little attention from the media on Seat #4, 
Johnny and well over 100 volunteers took the 
campaign to the streets, distributing 52,000 
pieces of literature door-to-door.

The other big star of the night was Beth 

BY RICH BOGOVICH

Progressive Dane members who attend the 
General Membership Meeting (GMM) on 

Wednesday, April 28 will have an opportunity 
to tell the City of Madison what kind of future 
to plan. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Cityʼs downtown library.

Because county and city comprehensive 
planning is PDʼs current “signature issue,” 
members of the PD People First Planning task 
force will facilitate a long discussion about 
Madisonʼs plan at the GMM. The purpose of 
the discussion is to shape PDʼs position on the 
Cityʼs comprehensive plan, a draft of which 
is projected to be released in June.

The discussion at this monthʼs GMM 
will focus on six concise “discussion kits” 

that the City is making available (see http://
www.madisonplan.org/kits.html) as part of its 
effort to obtain input. The six topics are Growth 
and Development, Housing, Transportation, 
Community Design, Economic Development, 
and the Environment. All six will be covered 
at the GMM but time will probably allow for 
only two to be explored in depth. Those will 
be Transportation (the subject of a detailed 
People First Planning position paper that is 
being developed) and Community Design.

The discussion kits present various 
“views” or “scenarios” relating to each topic, 
and citizens are asked to identify which one(s) 
they agree with or support.

The views articulated by the City relating 

Gross, who unseated a 12-year incumbent 
on Madisonʼs near east side on promises to 
raise the profile of the County Board in the 
district, involve her constituents, and use 
the power of her constituency to advance 
progressive policy. Endless door-knocking 
and a straightforward progressive message 
earned Beth the biggest upset of the night 
and nearly 53% of the vote.

Other big winners on the night included 
incumbents Shwaw Vang (School Board), Al 
Matano (Dist 11) and Brett Hulsey (Dist 4), 
all of whom earned no less than two-thirds 
of the votes in their districts.

Dorothy Valentine (Dist 25 around 
Waunakee) had a solid showing for a first-
term candidate taking on a well-known, 

BY MICHAEL JACOB

Once again PD-endorsed candidates 
and the volunteer teams that run their 

campaigns and help carry their message to 
voters showed that democracy built from the 
grassroots still has a place in Dane County.

Well over 150 volunteers carried more 
than 100,000 pieces of literature door-to-door, 
made thousands of phone calls, assembled 
dozens of mailings, and otherwise gave 

their time (most of them several times over 
the course of the campaign season), energy 
and enthusiasm to the seven PD-endorsed 
candidates with competitive elections (and 
even one without an opponent!).

Another significant handful of volunteers 
(See "Volunteers and victories," page 3)
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Harper, Tom Kozlovsky, Andy Kraiss, Sang Lee, Nate McQuillen, Richard Russell, Tona Williams
This month’s contributors

Rich Bogovich, Beth Harper, 
Michael Jacob, Sang Lee, Tona Williams

Steering Committee coordinates 
major activities, oversees the 
progress of other committees, and 
sets the agenda for the general 
membership meetings.  Meetings are 
open to all PD members.
Co-chair: Stephanie Rearick (255-
1092)
Co-chair: Nick Berigan (257-0187)
Next meeting: Wed., May 12, 7-9 p.m.

Elections Committee
Chair: Michael Jacob (245-0894)

Newsletter Consortium 
Contact: Chris Babiarz (257-3288).  
Contact us if you are interested 
in helping with newsletter writing, 
editing, or layout.

Outreach Committee
Contact: PD office, 257-4985

Policy Committee
Chair: Ron Richardson (256-7144)

Arts Policy Task Force
Contact:  Jonathan Zarov 
(zarov@wisc.edu)
Next meeting: Thurs., April 22, 6:30 
p.m.

Drug Policy Task Force
Chair: David Chastain (243-4343)

Education Task Force 
Contact: Kristin Forde (call PD office, 
257-4985, for information)

Environmental Task Force
Chair: Brett Schumacher (238-3441)

Housing Task Force   
Contact: Megin Hicks,279-2659
Next meeting: Mon., April 26, 6:30 
p.m.

People First Planning Campaign 
Contact: Ron Richardson (256-7144)
Next meeting: Thurs., May 13, 7 p.m.

              Forward is the local chapter newsletter of
the New Progressive Party in

Dane County, Wisconsin.
Progressive Dane is a democratic, membership-
run organization with the following committee 
structure (all meetings are held at the PD ofþce, 
122 State St., 4th ÿoor, unless otherwise noted):

Submit articles, meeting times 
and announcements for the 

May newsletter to 
Beth Harper (238-8147 or 

harper@danenet.wicip.net)  by 
Noon, Tues., May 11.
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Election night wins and losses
(from page 1)

You too can be famous!
We are looking for PD members to answer a few short questions about 
themselves and why they joined PD, so that we can print “Member Pro-
files”  in upcoming newsletters.  Itʼs easy to do, and other PD members 
and potential members will find it interesting to know what the PD com-
munity looks like.  We really want to hear from you!

Progressive Dane member testimonial
 1. Name:
 2. Occupation:
 3. Number of years as a resident in Dane County:
 4. Are you a sustainer?  
 5. How did you hear about PD (issue work, newspaper, a candidate, an-

other member, etc.)?
 6. Why did you join PD or what drew you to PD?
 7. How many years have you been a member?
 8. What do you do (or what have you done) within PD (tabling, phone-

banking, committee, taskforce, volunteer at large, etc)?
 9. What would you like PD to accomplish in the coming year?
10. Anything else you would like other members to think about that you 

think would help grow the organization?

Please email your answers to office@prodane.org,
or send them to us at:

Progressive Dane
PO Box 1222

Madison WI 53701

longtime incumbent, and she offered progressives north of Lake Mendota 
a real option on the ballot.

The heartbreak came in Sun Prairie where, despite a terrific campaign by 
Jeanne Behrend and her team of volunteers, the all-out effort by conserva-
tives paid off in a narrow victory over our candidate.

Finally, congratulations to Ech Vedder, Kyle Richmond and Chuck 
Erickson who avoided opposition for reelection and spent their Spring 
helping other PD-endorsed candidates.
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to transportation are:
View 1: Most people drive, so we 

should plan for cars.
View 2: Letʼs develop a com-

prehensive bus and light rail 
system.

View 3: Stay the course.
View 4: We need to break our ad-

diction to cars.
View 5: Letʼs create mixed-use 

neighborhoods to reduce traffi c.
View 6: Keep neighborhoods 

quiet and safe.
Each view is explained in a para-

graph, but as you can tell, they are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive.

The scenarios painted by the City 
relating to community design are:
Scenario 1: A new tradition [i.e., 

embracing pre-World War II 
“Traditional Neighborhood 
Development”].

Scenario 2: Suburban-style sub-
division.

Scenario 3: An “urban center” or 
a “business park.”

Scenario 4: From mall to “town 
center” [i.e., converting a large 
“big-box” shopping center to 
a development consisting of 
new multi-story housing, offi ce 
buildings, and parking struc-
tures on former parking lots].
The Cityʼs discussion kits are 

easy reads, so members may want 
to read them ahead of time (though 
copies will be provided at the GMM). 
We encourage members who canʼt 
attend the GMM to attend the People 
First Planning task force meeting on 

led the campaigns, making sure that 
everything from literature design, 
voter fi le management and fundrais-
ing, to door-knocking schedules, get-
out-the-vote efforts, and every other 
bit of minutiae was completed so our 
candidates could focus on contacting 
voters and our volunteers could use 
their time wisely.  A happy situation 
for everyone involved. 

Other candidates spend a lot of 
money on campaign expertise; we 
build it in the organization and share it  
with great success among those who 
seek and earn our endorsement.

Thursday, May 13 at 7 p.m. at the 
PD offi ce (122 State St., 4th fl oor), 
or offer written input to the task 
force by May 7 via co-chair Rich 
Bogovich (rbogovich@yahoo.com, 
3200 Oakridge Ave, 53704). Of 
course, members also are welcome 
to provide additional guidance to the 
People First Planning task force at 
the April GMM.

At its May meeting the People 
First Planning task force will focus on 
combining all the oral input from the 
April GMM, with written comments 
received into one PD statement that 
they will submit to the City by the 
end of May. As is true of all General 
Membership Meetings, the People 
First Planning task forceʼs meetings 
are open to all PD members.

What kind of 
Madison?

(from page 1)

Volunteers and victories
(from page 1)

Spring elections are cold, labor-
intensive, and can involve negative 
campaigning by our opponents. 
Thanks to the work of our volun-
teers, the dedicated progressives who 
earn our endorsement have a fi ghting 
chance in the world of money politics, 
and many make it into offi ce without 
the strings that other candidates fi nd 
attached to themselves.

Thank you to everyone who gave 
so generously of their time, money, 
energy and good will to make this 
election season another success!

Seia pk _ah a ̂n]pa!
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The Agenda
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S! Next Meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Wed., 

April 28, 2004
Madison Public Library

201 W. Mifflin St.

Chair: Patrick M. DePula (608-345-8083)
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternative 
formats, or other accomodations, please contact 
the PD office, 257-4985, one week in advance of 
the meeting.

«

Progressive Dane
P.O. Box 1222
Madison, WI 53701
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this is your last newsletter.  Please renew.
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c I support the principles and purpose of Progressive Dane.  Please accept my membership.

Name

City

Mail to: Progressive Dane, P.O. Box 1222,  Madison, WI  53701  For more info: (608) 257-4985

c Please renew my membership in Progressive Dane.

or

Email

Date

PROGRESSIVE
DANE

c Annual membership:  c $50 Regular              c $250+ Benefactor             c $100 Supporting  
                                           c $75 Contributing      c $36 Basic                           c $12 Low Income

To pay via bank draft, please attach a voided check, or the 1st month's check payable to Progressive Dane.
c Sustaining membership:    Amount: $_________/month (minimum $5/month)

• People First Planning: 45 minute 

presentation by Mary Anglim

• Radfest

• Staff Report

• Elections Wrap-Up


